Aghlar Lodge 0. 98 Free and Accepted MHagons
St. Qugustine, FL
Chartered January 18, 4.7B. 1888, 4.1, 5888

STATED COMMUNICATIONS
(Until Further Notice)
Masonic Temple
423 S. Darcy Ave.
Hastings , FL.

157 & 3P Thursdays
Meal — 6:30 p.m.

Stated Communication — 7:30 p.m.

DEGREE WORK AND PRACTICE
2" & 4™ Thursdays

CHARITY OF THE MONTH
St. Johns Housing Partnership

From The East
Mark Williams
Worshipful Master

Greetings Brethren. August is upon us
already. This year is moving very
quickly, and I must say we have been
doing a great job with attending to
new Brothers as well as welcoming
new fellows interested in our craft. |
was a little concerned at the beginning
of the year about attendance, meeting
in Hastings as some of our Brothers
can’t travel distances at night. [ am
glad to report that this has been good
for us in that we have welcomed sev-
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eral new Brothers, formed relationships

with Brothers from Hastings Lodge and
other Lodges in our district. The reno-
vation is moving along well, and every-
one 1is looking forward to returning
home to St. Augustine.

We are performing a Master Mason De-
gree on the 13th of August and invite
all Master Masons to come to Ashlar
Lodge in Hastings that evening to not
only relive your raising but to support
and encourage the Brothers taking part
in this special degree. It really means a
lot to those taking this degree to have a
big attendance because it shows we
have brotherly love and affection for all
the hard work they have put into our
craft.

Just a note for those Brothers that have-
n’t been to lodge in a long time and are
concerned that you might not remem-
ber certain things that happen in lodge
there is a Rusty Nail Degree being giv-
en on October 24th at Pineland Lodge
in Palatka to refresh your memory on
the rituals of all three degrees in a re-
laxed atmosphere. We miss you and
can’t wait for you to join us.
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From the West

Brethren, as the warm days of August surround us, our Lodge continues its steady and purposeful work of-
fering opportunities for fellowship, degree work, and meaningful Masonic labor.

Masonic Etiquette (GL-208) teaches us that true courtesy and respect are the foundations of harmonious
Lodge life. It reminds us to conduct ourselves with dignity, to listen attentively to our brothers and to speak
with kindness and wisdom. Let us practice this etiquette not only in the lodge room but in all our interac-
tions.

I would like to recognize brothers Tom Street, Ken Champagne and R:.W:. Walt Barner for their diligence
in providing our lodge with outstanding Masonic education. These brothers continually serve the lodge by
devoting their time preparing and providing lessons both before and during stated meetings. From a mem-
bership development and retention perspective, their efforts provide interest and value to improve our lodge
experience. Thank you, Brothers.

Our Master Mason Degree will be conducted on August 13th. Start time is 6:30pm. Please try to attend and
support these Brothers as they are raised to the Sublime Degree of Master Mason.

Wishing you a great month of August and I look forward to seeing you at Lodge.

Darrell Lindsey - Senior Warden




September, 2026
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Greetings from the South, My Brothers.

From the South

We are now over halfway through our Masonic year. I am happy to report that activity
among our new Brothers is brisk as they continue to progress in their studies and it seems
that most if not all are eager to serve their lodges.

It has been a time-honored tradition at Ashlar Lodge that line officers step up in accordance
with the degree to elevated parts in the second half of the year to better prepare themselves
for future places and stations within our Lodge.

It is with great pleasure and satisfaction that I am privilege to observe and from time to time,
to assist these good men along their way.

I look forward to being part of the Raising of our Fellowcraft Brothers to the Sublime degree
of Master Mason on 13 August.

Fraternally yours,

Brother Kevin Stees. JW




The Working Tools of a Nation:
Freemasonry and the 250th Anniversary of these, our United States of America.
My Brothers:

When you and I pass the Tiler, step into the Lodge room, and tie the strings of
our white lambskin aprons, we are participating in a tradition that transcends
generations. We feel the weight of history. We smell the familiar scent of the old
wood, we see the Three Great Lights upon the Altar, and we know that we are
sitting where giants once sat.

This year, we mark a monumental milestone in the history of human liberty: the
Semiquincentennial—the 250th anniversary of the United States of America.
Two and a half centuries ago, a radical idea took root on these shores. It was the
belief that men could govern themselves, that liberty is a natural right bestowed
by the Grand Architect of the Universe, and that a society could be built upon the
level of equality rather than the steep, unyielding hierarchy of kings.

But a nation, much like King Solomon’s great Temple, does not rise by chance.
It requires architects to design it, builders to construct it, and a foundation strong
enough to withstand the storms of time. Today, as we reflect on 250 years of the
American experiment, we must also look to the builders. We must reflect on the
profound influence of our beloved fraternity, Freemasonry, on the foundation and
the enduring structure of our republic. The internal qualifications that make a
man a Mason are the very same qualifications that make a nation free.

I have broken our journey today into three sections.

[, The Foundation: Enlightenment and the Founders

When we look back to the origins of our nation, we see that the ideals of the En-
lightenment and the tenets of Freemasonry were deeply, inextricably interwoven.
The Masonic principles we hold dear—Brotherly Love, Relief, and Truth—
translated seamlessly into the civic virtues necessary to sustain a new republic.
Before the first shots were fired at Lexington and Concord, the revolution was
being fomented in the taverns and lodge rooms of the colonies. Consider the
Green Dragon Tavern in Boston. It was the meeting place of St. Andrew’s
Lodge. It was there, among Brethren, that the Sons of Liberty planned the Bos-
ton Tea Party. The Lodge minutes from the night of the Tea Party simply state
that lodge was closed due to a lack of attendance. We know exactly where those
Brethren were. They were putting the working tools of their conscience into ac-
tion.



Consider Brother Benjamin Franklin. A printer, a scientist, a diplomat, and a
Grand Master of Masons in Pennsylvania. Brother Franklin literally printed the
rulebook of Freemasonry—Anderson’s Constitutions—for the colonies in 1734.
But more importantly, he weaponized the mystic tie to save our fledgling coun-
try. When the war effort was starving and freezing, Franklin was sent to France.
He joined the Loge des Neuf Sceurs (The Lodge of the Nine Sisters) in Paris. It
was through his Masonic connections there that he bypassed the traditional, slug-
gish royal courts and secured the French financial and military aid, without
which our revolution would have certainly perished. Franklin carried with him
the Masonic belief that light and knowledge should be spread to all corners of
the earth, and that men of different backgrounds could meet on the level to solve
impossible problems.

We must also speak of Brother Joseph Warren, the Grand Master of Masons in
Massachusetts. He was a physician, a brilliant orator, and a man who could have
safely sat out the war in comfort. Instead, he commissioned Paul Revere's ride.
And when the battle lines were drawn at Bunker Hill, Warren declined a com-
mand position, choosing to fight as a common infantryman. He fell there, giving
his life for the cause. His body was identified days later by Brother Revere, who
recognized an artificial tooth he had crafted for him. A grim, yet profound testa-
ment to how deeply our brothers knew and cared for one another.

And then, there is the Father of our Country, Brother George Washington. Wash-
ington’s commitment to the Craft was not merely symbolic; it was active, deeply
personal, and lifelong. During the darkest days of the Revolution, at the frozen
encampment of Valley Forge, Washington permitted and attended military lodg-
es. Picture that scene, my Brothers: the Commander-in-Chief of the Continental
Army, a man of immense power and stature, sitting in a rough-hewn military
lodge, shoulder to shoulder on the exact same level with the enlisted men who
were bleeding for him. Inside that tyled room, rank disappeared. They were just
Brothers.

In 1793, President Washington marched in full Masonic regalia to lay the corner-
stone of the United States Capitol. He did not do this as a monarch demanding a
monument to his own glory. He did it as a Master Mason. Using the square, the
level, and the plumb, he ensured that the bedrock of our democratic legislature
was tried, true, and built to last. He understood that the working tools of the
builder are also the tools of a free society: acting by the plumb of uprightness,
the level of equality, and parting upon the square of virtue.



k= The Edifice Expands: Masons Throughout Our History

The Masonic connection to the United States did not end when the ink dried on
the Constitution. For 250 years, members of the Craft have continued to shape
the destiny of this nation, applying the trowel to spread the cement of brotherly
love and affection in times of both peace and great peril.

When you look at the expansion and the agonizing trials of our nation, you see
men on both sides of our greatest conflicts who still recognized each other as
brothers. During the Civil War, when brother literally fought against brother, the
mystic tie remained unbroken.

There is the famous true story of the Battle of Gettysburg, immortalized in the
"Friend to Friend" monument. Confederate Brigadier General Lewis Armistead
was mortally wounded during Pickett's Charge. As he lay dying on the battle-
field, surrounded by enemy troops, he gave a Masonic sign of distress. It was
recognized by a Union officer, Captain Henry Bingham. Bingham rushed to his
side, offered him relief, and assured Armistead that his personal effects—
including his Masonic watch and Bible—would be delivered to Union General
Winfield Scott Hancock, Armistead’s close friend and Brother from before the
war. Even in the bloodiest battle in American history, Brotherly Love prevailed
over the hatred of war.

As we moved into the 20th century, the presidency was continually shaped by
men who understood the symbolism of the apron.

Brother Theodore Roosevelt championed the "Square Deal" for the American
people. He famously noted his deep love for his home lodge, Matinecock Lodge
No. 806 in New York. He loved it because inside the Lodge, he wasn't the Presi-
dent; he was simply "Brother Roosevelt," standing on the exact same level as
his gardener and the man who delivered his mail. He knew that the internal, not
the external qualifications of a man, are what Freemasonry regards.

Brother Franklin D. Roosevelt guided the nation through a Great Depression
and a World War, leaning heavily on the principles of relief and charity to build
a safety net for the most vulnerable among us. He participated in the raising of
all three of his sons, an incredibly proud moment for a father and a Ma-



Brother Harry S. Truman, who served as Grand Master of Masons in Missouri,
brought the blunt, honest rectitude of the plumb-line to the Oval Office. He
made some of the most agonizing decisions in human history to end World War
II. Truman was a devoted ritualist, a man who believed that the exactness of our
ritual translates to the exactness of one's moral character in public service.

And as our nation reached beyond the bounds of the earth, Freemasonry went
with it. When Brother Buzz Aldrin stepped onto the lunar surface during the
Apollo 11 mission, he carried with him a special deputation from the Grand
Lodge of Texas, claiming the moon as Masonic territory, and he carried a hand-
made Masonic flag. The compasses and the square have quite literally left their
mark on the stars.

M@  The Unfinished Ashlar: Looking to the Future

As we celebrate 250 years of the United States, we must recognize that both the
American experiment and our individual Masonic journeys are, in fact, works
in progress. In Freemasonry, we are taught the beautiful concept of the "Rough
Ashlar"—a stone taken from the quarry in its rude and natural state—and the
"Perfect Ashlar," the stone that has been squared, marked, and polished by the
builder's tools.

America is our collective Rough Ashlar. Over 250 years, through war and
peace, through times of brilliant triumph and times of painful, necessary reck-
oning, we have used the common gavel to divest our nation of its vices and su-
perfluities. We have chipped away at our imperfections. We have strived, some-
times stumbling, to align our national structure more closely with the perfect
ideals of liberty, equality, and justice for all.

The work—our work—is not finished. It is never truly finished. The 250th an-
niversary is not a completion date; it is a progress report. It is a moment to take
out our 24-inch gauge and ask ourselves: how are we spending our time? Are
we dedicating enough of it to the service of God and a distressed worthy broth-
er? It is a progress report not just of a Nation as a whole, but of its people col-
lectively. How we interact with each other in our communities. How we keep
our passions circumscribed within due bounds when the world outside our
lodge doors seems so intent on division and anger.

We are the current Master Builders. The working tools have been passed from

Washington, from Franklin, from Roosevelt and Truman, directly into our
hands.



As we look toward the next chapter of the United States of America, let us re-
member the lessons of those who came before us. Let us remember that a na-
tion divided by hatred cannot stand, but a nation united by the cement of
brotherly love, built on the level of equality, and governed by the square of
justice, will endure for ages to come.

May the Grand Architect of the Universe continue to bless our ancient and
honorable Fraternity. And may He continue to bless and protect the men and
women who fight for our freedoms and these United States of America.
Thank you, my Brothers.

W. Andy Cooper
Cabul Lodge No. 116



LODGE OFFICERS 2026

Worshipful Master

Mark Williams
Senior Warden

Darrell Lindsey
Junior Warden

Kevin Stees
Senior Deacon

Chris Lucero
Junior Deacon

Tom Street
Secretary

William Parks
Treasurer

Oscar Patterson III
Senior Steward

Kenneth Chapman
Junior Steward

Thomas Stees
Chaplain

Robert Harry, Jr.
Marshall

Justine Buxton
Tyler

Scott Souder

904-669-9694
904-814-7158
803-406-0005
904-226-5007
301-300-3031
904-501-0823
904-955-9175
904-584-5417
803-847-9414
904-806-1255
904-793-1192

904-315-0518

FRATERNAL NOTICES AND DATES
O.E.S. Chapter #12............1st & 3rd

Mondays

Rainbow Assembly #42......1st & 3rd Wednesdays

OTHER 11th MASONIC
DISTRICT LODGES

Palatka No. 34
Palatka—2nd & 4th Mondays

Lake No. 72
Crescent City—1st & 3rd Mondays

Pineland No. 86
Peniel—1st & 3rd Thursdays

Melrose No 89
Keystone Heights—2nd & 4th Tuesdays

Middleburg No. 107
Middleburg—1st & 3rd Tuesdays

Cabul No. 116
Green Cove Springs—2nd & 4th Thursdays

Hastings No. 183
Hastings—2nd & 4th Tuesdays

Bunnell No. 200
Bunnell—1st and 3rd Tuesdays




