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need do is ask and, if we are able, we will do 

everything in our power to assist them in their 

walk through early Masonry. This is only pos-

sible if we continue to make ourselves availa-

ble to them during their training and whilst 

they visit with us before our stated communi-

cations.  With this point in mind, I give a 

great thank you to those of the Craft that have 

braved the wet weather these last few months. 

We are in the heart of the rainy season now 

and unpleasant afternoon weather is to be ex-

pected. Do Not let this deter you from coming 

to meetings and degrees. You have my assur-

ance that our roof is perfectly intact and the 

lodge is a dry haven from any bad weather 

that might crop up. 

 

Our annual pilgrimage to Pineland Lodge in 

Palatka is going to be the third Thursday in 

July (19th). Please plan to join us for a great 

night with our brothers across the river AND 

to help us retrieve our Traveling Ashlar from 

them. It has been away from home for too 

long. 

 

See you in Lodge, 

 

S&F 

 

Bo 

FROM THE EAST 
Brethren, 

 

Half of the year is now behind us!!! I am so 

pleased with the quality of the fellowship we 

are enjoying. I am even more proud of the Of-

ficers who, with the help of our midweek 

study groups, have become so proficient that 

they are ready to rise to the challenge of help-

ing me correct my mistakes (of which there 

are many) as well as seamlessly filling in on 

the occasions that we have had absences in 

the line. All of the credit for the formation of 

these study groups is to be given to W. 

Maultsby, Bro. Jim Carrick, Bro. Tom Torret-

ta, and Bro. Rob Wilson, and they are to be 

commended.  

 

We had two great EA degrees in June. We tell 

most newly initiated Brothers that all they 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 OES 3 4 4th of  

July parking 

fundraiser 

5 STATED 

COMMU-

NICATION 

6:30 PM 

6 7 

8 9 10 Shrine Club 

7:00 pm  

11 District 

Instruction 

Hasting 6:30 

PM  

12 13 14  

15 16 OES 17 York Rite 

Chapter/

Council 6:30 

pm 

18 Open 

Book Pine-

land 6:00 

pm 

19 DARK 

VISIT TO 

PINE-

LAND 6:30 

20 21 

22 23  24 York Rite 

Commandery 

6:30 pm  

25 Rainbow 

District As-

sociation 

Pineland 

6:30 pm 

26 LODGE 

INSTRUC-

TION  

6:00 PM 

27 Fried 

Chicken, 

Shrine Club  

5-7 pm 

28 

29 30 31     

 

LANDMARKS  

The following Landmarks are given in Albert Mackey’s A Textbook of Masonic Jurisprudence 

 

First: Modes of recognition 

Second: Division of symbolic Masonry into three degrees 

Third: The Legend of the Third Degree 

Fourth; The government of the Fraternity by a presiding officer called the Grand Master 

Fifth: The prerogative of the Grand  Master to preside over every assembly of the craft 

Sixth: The prerogative of the Grand Master to grant dispensations for conferring of the degree at irregular times 

Seventh: The prerogative of the Grand Master to give dispensations for opening and holding lodges 

Eight; The prerogative of the Grand Master to make Masons at sight 

Ninth:  The necessity of Masons to congregate in Lodges 

Tenth: The government of the craft, when congregated in Lodges by a Master and two Wardens 

Eleventh: The necessity that every Lodge, when congregated,  should be duly tiled 

Twelfth: The right of every Mason to be represented in all general meetings of the craft and to instruct his  

Representative 

Thirteenth: The right of every Mason to appeal from the decision of his brethren in Lodge convened, to the 

Grande Lodge or General Assembly of Masons 

Fourteenth:  The right of every Mason to visit and sit in every regular Lodge 

Fifteenth: No visitor unknown to the Brethren present, or so some one of them as a Mason, can enter a Lodge 

without first passing examination according to ancient usage. 

 

More next month.  



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 RAIN-

BOW 

District In-

struction 

Bunnell 

6:30 pm 

2 STATED 

COMMU-

NICATION 

6:30 PM 

3 4 
 

5 6 OES 7 8  9 10 11 

12 
 

13 
 

14   15 Rain-

bow 

 

16 STATED 

COMMUNI-

CATION 

6:30 PM 

17 18 Open 

Book Pine-

land  

9:00 am 

19 20 OES 21  York 

Rite Chap-

ter/Council 

6:30 pm 

 22 District 

Association 

Melrose  

6:30 pm  

 

23 Lodge 

Instruction 

6:00 pm  

24 Fried 

Chicken 

Shrine Club  

5-7 pm 

25 

26 27 28 York 

Rite Com-

mandery 

6:30 pm 

29 30 31  

August 2018 

   CHAPLAIN’S CORNER 

From Bro. Rudyard Kipling’s poem “if” 

If you can keep your head when all about you    

    Are losing theirs and blaming it on you,    

If you can trust yourself when all men doubt you, 

    But make allowance for their doubting too;    

If you can wait and not be tired by waiting, 

    Or being lied about, don’t deal in lies, 

Or being hated, don’t give way to hating, 

    And yet don’t look too good, nor talk too wise: 

 If you can talk with crowds and keep your virtue,    

    Or walk with Kings—nor lose the common touch, 

If neither foes nor loving friends can hurt you, 

    If all men count with you, but none too much; 

If you can fill the unforgiving minute 

    With sixty seconds’ worth of distance run,    

Yours is the Earth and everything that’s in it,    

    And—which is more—you’ll be a Man, my son! 



EAGLE SCOUT RECOGNIZED 

 
 Ashlar Lodge No. 98 F. & A.M. presented a local Boy Scout with a Grand Lodge of Florida certificate 

and letter of recognition honoring his attainment of the rank of Eagle Scout.  The presentation was made at the 

Lodge in St. Augustine on Thursday, June 21, 2018. 

 Caleb Arsenault became a Boy Scout when he was thirteen years old.  He completed all requirements 

for the rank of Eagle Scout in March 2018 at age seventeen.  Only 4% of all Boy Scouts attain the coveted rank. 

 Caleb became interested in Scouting while involved in 4-H Forestry.  He currently volunteers for a lo-

cal animal shelter and his Eagle Scout project was to build an enclosure for an abandoned Vietnamese potbelly 

pig at St. Johns County Pet Center.   

 He is a leader in his troop and is currently Senior Patrol Leader.  He tied for second place as a sharp 

shooter in national competition and has learned self-sufficiency though his experience camping, earning merit 

badges, and overseeing his troop.  

 Caleb next goal is to obtain a degree in American history with a minor in law.  He has an abiding inter-

est in the subject and by the end of summer 2018 he will have visited all 50 states and eight foreign countries.  

 Caleb is a member of Troop 857, North Florida Council, Osceola District.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

W. Bo Bozard and Caleb Aresnault                              Andrew Arsenault, Caleb Arsenault, 

                                       Stephanie Arsenault  



 
 

What Our Investigating Committees Should Tell the Candidate 
By: MW Robert D. Trump, Past Grand Master of Florida - 2006 

 

One of the most frequently asked questions today seems to be: what can we 

do to  improve Lodge attendance, and reduce, or better yet, stop the number 

of demits and increase the number of applicants for Initiation? I think many 

of these problems can be addressed to a very large extent before a candidate 

ever joins Freemasonry. If you should meet a man carrying a briefcase, and 

if, because of its attractive appearance, you should inquire into its contents 

and his response was – “Give me $500 and I will let you have the briefcase 

and its contents sight unseen.” – What would your reaction be? You might 

not embrace this idea with a lot of enthusiasm. I expect you would want to 

know what was in the briefcase before committing yourself. Why then should 

we expect an applicant for Initiation into Freemasonry to buy a ‘briefcase’ 

without knowing anything about its contents? I believe it is time to be more 

‘up front’ with anyone making any inquiries about Freemasonry. I certainly 

don’t suggest that the applicant or inquirer be exposed to a detailed account 

of our Three Degrees, but I do suggest that we make available more infor-

mation than is generally done. In many cases no information of any sub-

stance is given. I have come to believe that our Investigating Committees 

don’t do a very good  job. If we made more information available in the be-

ginning, we would be less likely to hear such comments as; “I didn’t know 

what to expect.” “I didn’t know it would be like this.” “If I had known I 

would have to do this or that I would not have joined.” and “My wife doesn’t 

agree with my Lodge responsibilities.” It is extremely unfortunate that some 

men join our Fraternity only to find that Freemasonry has no relevance to 

their lives or that of their families and they eventually take a demit or simply 

do not attend our Lodge meetings. What can we do to rectify this? What can 

we do to instill and increase commitment and enthusiasm for Freemasonry? 
 

The answer I believe is, in part, is very simple. When the Investigating Com-

mittee plans to meet with an applicant, it should be made clear that the meet-

ing is to include the applicant’s wife. There needs to be a clear understanding 

on the part of his wife as to the motives of Freemasonry and the potential 

member’s obligations in terms of both time and money. Instruct our Investi-

gating Committees that they should transmit certain information to the appli-



  

cant and his wife at the time of their first meeting. 
 

The committee should evaluate him as a future member on the basis of his 

and her responses and let the applicant decide on his future as a Freemason 

on the basis of the information provided. It is no longer sufficient to simply 

present him as ‘a good old boy.’ It is in the best interest of both the applicant 

and the Lodge that these decisions are based on sure and true information. 
 

The visit of the Investigating Committee might properly open with: “You 

have expressed an interest in joining the Masons, do you know what Free-

masonry is all about?” The follow-up should be straight forward and in sim-

ple terms. It is not sufficient to say – “Freemasonry is a system of morality 

veiled in allegory and illustrated by symbols.” It might be more appropriate-

ly defined by invoking excerpts from our rituals and welding them into a sin-

gle statement. 
 

For example – “Freemasonry is a system of morality that is intended to in-

duce the habit  of virtue. It encourages its members to give regard to intellec-

tual activities and to the improvement of one’s mind. In other words, it culti-

vates a state of mind and attitude in the individual and as such is a very per-

sonal activity.” Freemasonry does not deny a man his right to think for him-

self and his right to follow the dictates of his own faith. 

 

Every Mason has a right to seek in our Fraternity what he, himself, wants to 

find, but no Mason’s expression of opinion is binding on other Masons or on 

the Fraternity itself. We believe while it is everyone’s right to believe as they 

wish, it is not right to force their belief on others. Freemasonry is a place to 

spend time with good men who will want you to become a better man. They 

assert a belief in God and adhere to a belief about the  nature of  God;  their  

relationship  with  Him;  and  the  moral  conduct  that  He  requires. Free-

masons worship God in their own way and no discussions of religion ever 

take place in a Masonic Lodge. Freemasonry permits men of all religions, 

faiths, creed, and political persuasion to come together, to meet, to mix and 

to share in the belief that charity, in its broadest interpretation, and brotherly 

love are the wishes of their God. 

 

Then, you ask, is Freemasonry a religion? No, Freemasonry is not a religion 

but it is religious in nature. We have no conflict with Christianity or any oth-



 

er faith. We offer no plan of salvation or path by which one reaches the after-

life. We open and close all our meetings with prayer to God; the Holy Bible 

is always open during a Masonic meeting and we teach that no one should 

begin any great or important undertaking without first seeking the guidance 

of God. We never tell a man how to pray or for what he should  pray. Instead, 

we tell him he must find the answers to these great questions in his own faith, 

his own church or synagogue, or other house of worship. 
 

We are founded on the basic principal of ‘the Brotherhood of Man under the 

Fatherhood of God.’ Every man who becomes a member of a Masonic Lodge 

must express a belief in God and that he has an immortal soul. No atheist can 

be made a Mason. We generally refer to God as the ‘Great Architect of the 

Universe’ but that is done only to avoid giving religious offense to anyone 

whose faith prefers to refer to God by some other name. 
 

The God to whom Freemasons pray is the same God to whom all Christians 

pray. Given reference to the preceding statements, do you consider yourself a 

legitimate candidate for Freemasonry? You must acknowledge the existence 

of and believe in a Supreme Being. 
 

In addition, you must be a just and upright person, free by birth, at least (18) 

years of age, and free of any felony conviction in a court of law. If accepted 

as a candidate for Freemasonry, you will assume certain responsibilities. 
 

You will be required to keep certain things secret. There are many Masons 

who don’t really understand what is secret and what is not. There are some 

men who relish secrets  in order to ‘feel special.’ Freemasonry is not a secret 

society. The biggest secret we have is that we have no secrets. Our Lodges 

are clearly marked and easy to find. Any organization whose members wear 

insignias of identification, who advertise their meetings on signboards, and 

who identify their meeting places with known symbols cannot be considered 

secret. 
 

There are some things, however, that are known only among Lodge members 

and Masonic Brothers, but these are limited to our obligation, certain parts of 

our Ritual, and our modes of recognition, such as passwords and grips. These 

type secrets are the reminders of the days when Masons had to meet and 

identify each other in total secrecy  as a practice to save their lives. There 

were in these times terms, phrases, and questions that allowed a Mason to 

identify another Brother, especially a Brother in need. There are other rea-



 

sons today for secret identification. 

 

As previously stated, Masonry is very personal and it binds together only men 

of similar attitude and moral state of mind. Like a close knit family, certain 

things are shared only within the family, not with casual acquaintances. 

 

The same can be said of the Brotherhood of Freemasonry. The titles applied 

to Masonic Brothers – the Officers of the Lodge – may be of some concern to 

you because of their association with literature of religion or cults. The titles 

identifying these Officers are full of ancient symbolism only. “Deacon” does 

not have a reference to religion in a Masonic Lodge. Masons do not worship 

their Master. According to the Oxford English Dictionary “Worshipful” simp-

ly implies “Distinguished in respect of character or rank” and “Entitled to 

honor or respect.” 
 

The Initiation Rituals of Freemasonry are not in any way pagan as has often 

been said. It is not like the hazing of initiation associated with many organiza-

tions such as college fraternities. You can no more make a man a Mason by 

ceremony than you can make a righteous man blasphemous by ceremony. 
 

A real Mason is known and distinguished from the rest of the world by his ac-

tions and deportment. Some men are honest in fear of punishment; some are 

religious in expectation of reward. But a true Mason – a TRUE Mason – 

would be just and honest even if there were no laws, either civil laws or Ma-

sonic Laws. His law is written in his heart by his Creator. In the Lodge you 

have applied to join, there are three steps or Degrees in becoming a Master 

Mason. At the first step, your Initiation, you will immediately assume certain 

responsibilities, study what you have been exposed to, and commit to 

memory certain parts of the ceremony. 
 

With the other two steps, these lessons will continue as you progress to being 

Raised a Master Mason. Committing parts of the ceremony to memory will 

help impress upon  your mind certain fundamentals. The greatness of our Fra-

ternity is not due to any secret teachings, mysteries, or deeds. It is due to 

learning the lessons taught to us by our ceremonies and rituals; and the com-

fort, inspiration, and enlightenment brought to all of us who take the time to 

study, learn, and then begin to live these lessons. 
 

Every Mason’s search for Masonic Light is, and should always be, a purely 



 personal, individual, and never-ending process. You have the opportunity to 

join the most ancient and moral fraternal institution known to man. There are 

many things inherently good about becoming and being a Mason. 

 

Freemasonry has stood throughout the years with the shining light of its 

membership as a beacon to the rest of the world. Freemasonry provides a 

framework for moral living, and can be best defined as “kindness in the 

home, courtesy in society, fairness in work, pity and concern for the unfortu-

nate, resistance toward evil, help for the weak, love for one another, and 

above all – reverence and love for God”. Freemasonry has many different 

meanings to many different people, but most of 

all……………………………………… “Freemasonry is a way of life.” 
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Contact Numbers 

Chaplain   Oscar Patterson, D.D.G.M.  904-955-9175 

Mentor     George Maultsby, PM          709-956-0228 

Tyler        Ron DeRoco                        904-599-1584 

Secretary  David Pierucci                     904-404-5492 

LODGE COMMITTEES 2018 

ASHLAR LODGE NO. 98 F. & A.M. 

FRED H. “BO” BOZARD, WORSHIPFUL MASTER 

Worshipful Master may attend and direct deliberation of all Lodge Committees.   


